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Jean

How does a community react when
tragedy hits close to home?
KALEB TURNER
editor-in-chief

O

n Sept. 6, Botham Jean, a 2016 graduate of the university, was killed in his Dallas apartment by a
Dallas off-duty police officer Amber Guyger, who claimed she entered his apartment, mistaking
it for her own. What followed the breaking news was a whirlwind of emotion catapulted into
the national spotlight by a far-reaching community in mourning. This coverage included testimonies to
Jean’s character and claims of racial injustice surrounding his death by a white police officer.
In wake of his death, Jean’s alma mater became a hot spot for conversation — conversation that juxtaposed
Jean’s time at the university with the purported injustice of his killing.
On the steps of the George S. Benson Auditorium and online across the world on Sept. 10, the Harding
community and people nationwide honored Jean’s legacy at a candlelight vigil.
The following are three accounts from people with distinctly different connections to Jean, remembering
his life and recounting what it looks like when national headlines hit close to home.
Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

Who was Botham Jean?
Botham Shem Jean, 26, came
to Harding from St. Lucia
and graduated with a BBA in
Accounting and Management
Information in 2016. Jean
was a member of acapella
group Good News Singers,
the Harding University Rugby
Athletic Club and men’s social
club Sub T-16. Following
graduation, Jean moved to
Dallas where he worked for
PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Photo courtesy of JERRY EBERLY

H

annah Owens, director of digital media in University Communications and Marketing
(UCM), found out about Jean’s death during her morning commute on Sept. 7.

“I just started crying while driving. I was in shock,” Owens said. “He was a Rock House intern, and
so we worked together in the Bisons for Christ leadership. I watched chapel every day, and I would
always see him on the screen. At the beginning of the song, you hear the song leader mic before they
cut to the audience mic. I loved his voice and loved when they held the mic a little longer on him.”
After reacting to the news, Owens said she immediately began thinking about how the university
would respond to the situation. When she arrived to work, she and the UCM team began crafting a
message and working through requests from local, state and national media.
“We immediately got a ton of calls from media wanting multiple types of media about Botham —
chapel videos, pictures, a video of what [President Bruce] McLarty referenced in chapel,” Owens said.
“Everyone wanted something that could speak to his character — showing how many lives he touched.
We were a big part of that because he was so involved.”
As the news ballooned into a national story, UCM
worked to provide media, set up campus interviews and
field response to his death from the Harding community.
According to Owens, their office received requests from
national news organizations like Good Morning America,
The New York Times and CBS Evening News.
“Incorporating Harding into the story and communicating
about his past was a way to show how many lives he
touched, how many awesome things he did and how
many people loved him,” Owens said. “Obviously this
is very sad, but he was such a cool person. To be able
to share with people who were talking about such a
tragic circumstance the amazing things he did here
was uplifting.”
The university’s message and media efforts, Owens
said, were shaped by a desire to support the Harding
community.
“What I wanted to communicate with that post was
our community here was devastated by this news and
shocked,” Owens said. “We coveted anyone’s prayers to
help everyone who was impacted by this.”
Before the vigil on Sept. 10, Owens said she had not
allowed herself to grieve the magnitude of the situation
— UCM had been working around the clock to provide support to media and the Harding community.
“Everyone was singing ‘Surround Us Lord.’ I could hear people walking up who hadn’t got there yet
already singing the song,” Owens said. “That was the first time I let myself cry since we found out and
recognize what a great place this is for a community who is grieving something so tragic. I’m standing
there with tears in my eyes and this candle, and all I keep thinking is, ‘Harding is a great place, but I
have to do my job.’”
When Owens spotted a cameraman from a local TV station looking for a camera angle, she offered
to take the cameraman to the McInteer balcony for an aerial shot. It was back to work.
“As we walked inside, he asked, ‘So, do you guys just know all the words to the songs?’ I said,
‘Yeah, we sing and worship together all the time.’ He just said, ‘Wow.’ I forget this is something that
is unique to people about our community that we just experience every day and might not really know
how special it is.”
Since finding out about the incident, Owens said a chance to grieve was misplaced by the needs of aiding
a national story that had landed in Harding’s backyard, but the vigil forgot the world’s watching eyes.
“Botham led us in worship and things like what we did together that night,” Owens said. “I think,
emotionally, at the vigil, I wasn’t even thinking about national attention because in that moment,
everyone was there to pay tribute to Botham’s life through worship, and at the time, that was the most
important thing.”

“

To be able to share
with people who
were talking about
such a tragic
circumstance the
amazing things
he did here was
uplifting.
– Hannah Owens,
director of digital
media

S

enior Kazu Fujisawa came to know Jean
through their membership in men’s social
club Sub T-16. Jean was the officer in charge
of Club Week when Fujisawa joined in fall 2014.
“When I joined my social club, he was one of the
guys I was looking up to. He was an RA in Keller when I
moved in,” Fujisawa said. “I met him and became friends
with him, and at the club open house, I got to be a lot
closer with him. He was one of the guys who made me
want to join Sub T.”
Fujisawa saw the news on his Facebook timeline on
the morning of Sept. 7, but said he dismissed it as another
national news headline.
“I read through, and I just couldn’t believe that happened
to Botham,” Fujisawa said. “I still feel the same. I just can’t
comprehend it — how he got killed, how she got into the
wrong room. So many questions I couldn’t figure out and
couldn’t imagine.”
By the afternoon of Sept. 7, members of Sub T-16
had created a GoFundMe page to support Jean’s family
with travel and funeral expenses. At the time of press, the
GoFundMe had garnered more than $38,000. The photo
attached to the page, taken by Fujisawa, was used across
digital, traditional and TV media as the story gained
traction, making appearances in places like ABC World
News Tonight With David Muir.
The photo spreading across the globe, Fujisawa said,
was less important than the memory it took with it.
“It’s in the cafeteria, and he had a plate in front of him
with something on it and A1 sauce,” Fujisawa said. “He’s
smiling and talking. It’s a fun moment in the cafeteria. It
was just an everyday moment for me. It made me think
that every moment I see a friend is precious. You never
know what happens tomorrow.”
A national story unfolding with the Harding community
intertwined, Fujisawa said coping with the loss of his
friend is a challenging process.
“He was a great guy, and I knew that before, but I
feel like it’s making me realize again how great he was,”
Fujisawa said. “He’s been graduated for two years, but
people still remember and love him. It made me realize
that it’s heartwarming although sad. It’s sad because I
felt like it became a big political thing. It’s sad because I
think it became more than his death.”

S

enior Carson Gentry knew Jean from his three
years as a ministry intern with The Original
Rock House, where Gentry’s parents serve as
ministers for college and community outreach.
Gentry said his family was like Jean’s American family.
Jean spent each Thanksgiving with the Gentrys in Dallas
and led Rock House mission trips, which the Gentrys
participated in, to his home country of St. Lucia. His mother
called and told him the news on the morning of Sept. 7.
“She told me what they had been told — that the
woman who was an off-duty cop came in and shot him,
thinking it was her apartment. Then she told me that it was
Botham,” Gentry said. “I was just in disbelief and shock.”
Gentry remembers Jean as an older brother —
remembering Jean’s love for pizza and his always-messy
room. It is the small details, Gentry said, that he will never
forget about Jean.
“I think [the national coverage] does make it harder
because it is a constant reminder. It is also frustrating
because people try to make it something it’s not,” Gentry
said. “There are all of these people commenting on the
news report who have no idea who he is. It’s nice here
where we can remember him for who he is.”
At the vigil, Gentry was asked to lead worship —
something Jean had done countless times during his
time at Harding. Remembering Jean in worship was, for
Gentry, a way to bring the story back home.
“I didn’t know if I was going to make it through that,
and I had some parts where I was struggling, but I’m
very glad I did it,” Gentry said. “I felt like it honored him
because I looked up to him song-leading wise. I grew up
watching him lead songs, so this felt like a good way to
give that back to him.”
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Small clubs recruit to stay afloat
HANNAH WISE
student writer

Men’s social club Alpha Tau Epsilon
(ATE) and women’s social club
Girls Aiming Toward Achievement
(GATA) face changes as they enter
this year’s club process.
With 20 active members, GATA
began one of the biggest recruitment
years they have seen in years based
on interest at the officer open house
on Sept. 1 and the all-member
open house Sept. 3. They have
more than doubled their interest
numbers, according to junior Zarnez
Montgomery, GATA president.
With eight active members, ATE
also began their recruitment process
with the hope to have a significant
increase in members, said senior
Quinn Holleman, ATE president.
With only eight members, they are
at risk of having no other choice but
to dissolve the club completely, said
Erastos Evdoxiadis, ATE sponsor.
Evdoxiadis also said ATE has not

seen growth in over a decade until
last year.
GATA entered this school
year with new ideas and a defined
purpose and goal, according to
senior Samantha Steed, GATA vice
president. Steed said the club decided
to break their stereotypes and show
others how diverse they were, but
were not expecting how much this
would carry over to potential new
members.
“We really just want to be an open
club, not only in the sense that we
accept everyone, but also in a sense
of we accept everyone for who they
are,” Steed said.
Montgomery entered the year
welcoming change, and the numbers
from the open houses are just
one more change for GATA, one
of Harding’s oldest social clubs,
established in 1938.
ATE entered this year’s club
process knowing their existence
depended on creating interest,
bringing awareness to the club again

Arkansas Voter Turnout in
the 2016 Midterm Elections
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40%
of the voting population voted in
midterm elections in 2014,
35.9% the
down from 2012’s 41%
of U.S. voters vote
in midterm elections

This means that less than half of the eligible voting population
influenced who represented members of their states.
National Voter Turnout Numbers According to www.fairvote.org
Arkansas Voter Turnout Numbers According to results.enr.clarityelections.com
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

Midterms warrant
voter participation
ANNA LITTLE
assistant web editor
In November, the United States
will host a general election allowing
voters to choose who represents
them on a local and state level.
Furthermore, one-third of all U.S.
senators and all 435 members of the
U.S. House of Representatives will
be up for re-election or removal on
the national level.
According to FairVote, only 40
percent of eligible voters participated
in midterm elections in 2016.
According to Lori Klein, associate
professor of political science and public
administration, the importance of the
midterm election is underestimated.
“The entire House is elected every
two years, so you’ve got the chance
to completely change the makeup
of the House and a third of the
Senate,” Klein said. “If you’re really
upset about where your government
is going, you have the chance to
change that.”
Both the House and Senate
currently represent a Republican
majority. Democrats need 24 seats
in the House to gain the majority,
according to a recent study by the
University of Virginia. Democrats
must only defend 22 seats in the
House while Republicans will be
forced to fight for 41. With President
Trump’s approval rating hovering in
the lower 40th percentile, Democrats
are becoming a new ‘soft favorite’ to
carry the House majority.
According to Arkansas District
46 State Representative Les Eaves,
the president’s party typically loses
congressional seats.
“At stake is the second arm of
government, the legislative branch,”
Eaves said. “Midterm elections
are seen as a referendum on the
performance of the president.”
Klein echoed Eaves’s statement,
emphasizing that, historically, the
midterm election process was used

to determine the remainder of the
sitting president’s term.
“A lot of times presidents will
come in and then, at the midterm
election, his opposition will gain a
little strength, or in some places, a
lot of strength,” Klein said.
Searcy Mayor David Morris spoke
to the importance of participation
in local midterm elections as well,
noting that citizens have the easiest
access to their city governments.
“Local elected officials’ decisions
directly affect the citizens of Searcy
in their daily lives,” Morris said.
Morris encouraged Harding
students to attend city council
meetings and to register to vote
in Searcy.
“Your vote is sacred. It’s something
that is given to you, and people
have fought and died … so that
you have the right to exercise your
vote,” Morris said.
Eaves encouraged students to
get involved on campus by joining
political clubs and engaging in
political conversation.
“College is the perfect time to
evolve your own political ideas
as well as express these ideas to
your classmates. You will be more
knowledgeable of politics by being
involved,” Eaves said. “Voting is one
of the most fundamental rights we
share in this country. Too many take
it for granted because they think
their vote won’t make a difference.”
Klein spoke to Eaves’s statement
that many believe their vote will not
make a difference.
“People with a great deal of
power, some of those people would
like you to completely check out.
They want you to feel like your
vote doesn’t count and your voice
doesn’t matter because they don’t
want anything to change,” Klein
said. “This is your opportunity to
express yourself politically. And
you should take advantage of that
opportunity.”

and working to raise membership
numbers that had been slipping,
Holleman said.
Evdoxiadis said there are several
challenges to recruiting for a small
club. All members need to be present
for the recruitment activities.
“A club of 150 people only really
needs to replace the members they
are losing due to graduation or
inactivity,” Evdoxiadis said. “Smaller
clubs always need to grow.”
When the sponsors told ATE
they had to have 12 active members
going in to the 2019 fall semester,
they made changes to the club. They
completely rewrote the constitution,
and each member took on additional
responsibilities. They faced some
challenges but turned in the right
direction, according to Evdoxiadis.
“When I came in as a sponsor,
we were having a little bit of an
issue... with our students turning
very vulgar and rude,” Evdoxiadis
said. “I pretty much told them, are
you sure you want me to be your

Photo by RYANN HEIM

On Sept. 11, senior Katherine Harper, junior Katherine Davis
and senior Kaitlynn Ingram welcome potential members at the
GATA round-one reception in the American Heritage building.
Interest in GATA more than doubled this year, according to
junior Zarnez Montgomery, GATA president.
sponsor because there are going to happy with the club’s principles, said
be some things I have to change.” senior Alexander Renner, ATE vice
They implemented a lot of president. Now they just want to
changes going into their 50th year add members to the club, so they
as a club, and the members are now can continue to exist.

Harding day of encouragement
leads to local, national partnerships
CASSIDY COLBERT
student writer

In 2007, Dr. Andrew Baker,
assistant professor of Bible, asked a
group of high school students what
they believed was the no. 1 problem
in their school. Baker had the group
present this problem along with a
solution.
“We have plenty of talking heads
in our country. We need people
who are going to do something,”
Baker said. “Let’s be known for
the problems we solve, not for the
problems we create.”
The group stood at the front of
the class and discussed the amount
of discouragement people face at
school, at home and in the media.
The group met the night before
to plan a campaign, and then they
decided on a date, Sept. 12.
“They chose Sept. 12 because
we all know the feelings of Sept.
11, and we know what it felt like
to be in this country on Sept. 12,”
Baker said.
One thing led to another, and
later that year, the White House, the
state of Arkansas and the U.S. Senate
signed off to recognize Sept. 12 as
the National Day of Encouragement.
Baker said some years, guests come
to Harding to celebrate the event, and
other years are not as extravagant.
The hope is that people seek to

encourage and to be encouraged.
“Encouragement is in everyone’s
DNA, the ability to encourage
and the ability to be encouraged,”
Baker said.
This year, Chick-fil-A launched
a national and local campaign to
accompany the holiday. For the rest
of the month on the national level,
everyone who makes a purchase
through the Chick-fil-A app will
receive a free eight-count chicken
nuggets, but White County will
receive an extra bonus.
“Let’s be known for the
problems we solve, not
for the problems we
create.”
– Dr. Andrew Baker,
assistant professor of
Bible
Matthew Harbin, restaurant
operator of the Searcy branch of
Chick-fil-A, said he brainstormed
with Baker to create a program that
takes a percentage of sales that are
made through the Chick-fil-A app,
and the money will provide a free
catered meal for each of the foster
children of White County.
“Folks can eat more chicken and
support the families in White County
in their backyard,” Harbin said.
Radio station K-Love and
DaySpring Cards also partnered to
make National Day of Encouragement

even bigger than the years before.
Kim Marquette, board director
of DaySpring Cards in Bentonville,
Arkansas, said they wanted to get
involved even more this year to share
how easy it is to encourage others.
“ The hope for DaySpring
taking part in the National Day of
Encouragement and extending the
mission through the DaySpring Care
Dare is to share easy ideas of ways
to encourage one another and show
you care,” Marquette said.
DaySpring and K-Love are working
together on a digital campaign named
#DaySpringCareDare that will be on
all of their social media platforms from
Sept. 12 to Oct. 12. The campaign
encourages people to follow the
company social media accounts or
sign up for a daily email blast with
prayers, devotions and challenges
to show encouragement. According
to the campaign, DaySpring plans
to donate a card to prison ministry
every time someone uses the hashtag.
“Everything that we do comes
from the core mission to see every
person experience and express the
life-changing message of God’s
love,” said Melissa Pankey, associate
consumer insights manager of
DaySpring Cards. “The National
Day of encouragement marks an
important day for people to take time
to encourage and care for others in
a deeply discouraged world.”

Pizza Ministry embraces rebrand
KYLIE JONES
student writer

On Aug. 28, Pizza Ministry cocoordinators juniors Elissa Tetrault
and Tatum Watson announced the
ministry would change its name to
Lamp Light Ministry. The mobile
home park behind College Church
of Christ, where the ministry takes
place, changed management, which
led to the renaming of the park to
Lamp Light Villa.
Tetrault said they had been
brainstorming ways to make the
ministry more welcoming to businesses
who were hesitant to make donations
that were not pizza. When they

learned of the name change to the
mobile home park, they felt this was
the perfect opportunity to open the
doors to possible donors.
Freshman Ashlyn Alexander
said that, when she tells people
she participates in Pizza Ministry,
they are more focused on why it is
called Pizza Ministry than the actual
ministry itself.
Junior Nancy Roach said she sees
the name change as a positive thing
for the ministry.
“I think with anything, changing
the name of something can be a
hard transition because that is what
people know it as, but now Lamp
Light opens the door for other

Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

Junior Elissa Tetrault, co-coordinator of Lamp Light Ministry,
works with two children during homework time on Sept. 12.
Tetrault started Pizza Ministry during her freshman year.

opportunities,” Roach said.
Lamp Light Ministry meets
every Monday and Thursday at 4
p.m. Those who attend the ministry
stay for about an hour playing and
building relationships with the
kids. Alexander said she tries to
put everything aside for two hours
a week so she can invest in the kids
and be there for them.
The name is not the only thing
changing in the ministry. This
semester will be the first time they
offer a homework club for the
kids in the mobile home park. The
homework club will meet every
Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the back
room of the laundromat in front of
Lamp Light Villa.
Tetrault said the best way to
get involved with the ministry is to
come out to Lamp Light Villa and
see the love that the kids want to
share with you.
“Since being involved with the
ministry, I have seen the love and
pure joy that these children have
despite their day-to-day struggles,”
junior Morgan Phillips said.
Roach said her favorite thing
about Lamp Light Ministry is being
able to watch the kids grow these
past two years.
“It’s an amazing opportunity
to reach out to the community of
Searcy,” Alexander said. “I believe
that you don’t have to go out of
the country to help people and do
mission work.”
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Shifting
Focus
Emily Nicks

Opinions Editor

Through the
tempest

Why Midterm
Elections Matter
and 39 governors will be elected. That’s a
lot of people (not to mention local office
Britny Kirkpatrick elections).
The federal offices up for election belong
Guest Writer
to the legislative branch and are responsible
for establishing laws, deciding the federal
hen I was little, I remember budget and balancing the power of the
seeing a never-ending stream of executive and judicial branches. The
red, white and blue cardstock on the sides congressmen and women elected to the
of the road. With intense concentration, House will serve a two-year term, voting
I would focus on each rectangle as the for or against bills that impact the citizens
car approached until, with a flash, the in their district. Senators will serve a term
sign disappeared, left to sway in the of six years, focusing to pass bills that
breeze behind us. While only a child, I benefit state and country over all. Lastly,
couldn’t understand the significance of the the governors have the power to sign or
color-stained cards. They were pretty and veto bills, serve as commander-in-chief
innumerable and provided a focal point of the state military and pardon citizens
for my attention on long car rides home. from punishable offenses.
With each position in perspective,
Now in my twenties, I am concerned
to realize that many of my peers do it is no surprise that a large portion of
not understand the importance of the America’s future rests upon the shoulders
campaign signs that return to the road of the legislative branch. So why, pray tell,
on non-presidential election years. is there such a spirit of unconcern for
Those signs — emblazoned with names midterm elections? Indifference prevails
and official-looking — are strategically due to two major issues: lack of information
placed to raise awareness of candidates and lack of confidence.
While information is readily available,
campaigning for government office during
social media has made political bias
the midterm elections.
Midterm elections are overlooked by difficult to sort through. The only remedy,
many Americans, despite their influence however, is to dive deeper. Instead of
on both federal and local government. In hyper-opinionated Facebook posts, opt
the upcoming midterms, all 435 seats of for unbiased news sources and political
the House, one-third of the 100 senators, journals. Most candidates have a website

W

Noah Turner
Student Writer

M

idterm elections deserve your
attention. Arkansas elects its
governor each midterm election, along
with 35 other states. All 435 seats in the
United States House of Representatives
and more than half of the seats in the
Senate are up for election during midterm
years. The majority of the federal and
state elections happen during midterm
years as well.
Voter turnout has been about 15-20
percent lower during midterm elections
compared to presidential elections since
1948, according to a Pew Research study
in 2014. Even though many voter-eligible
Americans are not interested enough to

staffKaleb Turner

get to the polls, midterm elections hold
just as much importance as presidential
election years — this year more than ever.
My motivation to vote in the most
recent midterm primary elections came
from my desire to keep Arkansas Gov.
Asa Hutchinson’s opponent from receiving
the Republican nomination. Since then,
I have kept up with the midterm election
news cycle and the implications of this
year’s elections.
The Republican Party currently holds
a majority in both the House and Senate.
But many news organizations have been
predicting a “blue wave” coming for the
House and Senate, which would shift the
power in Congress from Republicans to
Democrats. Although it is still debated
whether this prediction will prove to be
true, Democrats have shown strong polling
and fundraising in several key races. So,
whatever your political leanings, this is
a consequential election cycle that needs
your vote — it will have a strong impact

that briefly describes
their stance on important
political issues. As well, pay no attention
to political smear ads; nobody likes a bully.
Leave no stone unturned in the quest to
form a well-educated opinion.
The bane of democracy lies in a single
thought: “My vote doesn’t matter.” This
ideology contributes to midterm elections,
my home state of Texas being no exception.
Considered the classic Republican state,
the truth is that Texas is simply a state
with terrible voter turnout. The midterm
elections of 2010 and 2014 both saw a
voter turnout below 35 percent, leaving
two-thirds of Texas unaccounted for. A
revival in voter morale could transform
Texas to a swing state, or even perhaps,
Democratic (gasp).The only thing required
is confidence.
I leave you with these parting thoughts:
Educate yourself in politics and politely
nudge your peers to do the same. It simply
is not acceptable to be apathetic. Visit usa.
gov/register-to-vote to learn how to ensure
that your voice will be heard.

BRITNY KIRKPATRICK is a guest
writer for The Bison. She can be
contacted at
bkirkpatrick@harding.edu.

for the rest of the current presidential
term and possibly longer.
Many of the pieces of legislation that have
passed during the Trump Administration
may not have even been possible without
the current Republican-led congress. If
Congress has a change in leadership,
future nominations to important offices
such as the Supreme Court could have
very different outcomes.
I would argue having both parties in
power would be a positive thing. It would
force legislators to reach across the aisle
and compromise, which could help bridge
the polarizing divide in American culture
and politics. So whatever your political
ideology, get out and vote on Nov. 6.

NOAH TURNER is a student
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at
nturner3@harding.edu.
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“I always skip chapel on 9/11. Every
year it’s pretty cringe-worthy.”
It was a shock to hear someone
make this casual comment Tuesday
afternoon. The fact that someone would
be so flippantly negative is confusing to
me, but that’s a discussion for another
time. I don’t know why this person may
have felt this way in the past — all I
can say is that he made a huge mistake
by skipping this year.
This year’s 9/11 chapel had every
right to be solemn and melancholic.
Along with remembering the national
tragedy our nation endured 17 years
ago, we as a community continue to
grieve the loss of a brother, a light and
a leader. Tuesday’s chapel was certainly
a serious event.
But it was also so much more.
As we joined one another in singing
songs that were dear to Botham Jean,
there was a strength that outweighed
the sense of loss. There was light in the
midst of confusion and pain.
There was undeniable hope.
It all culminated with Dr. McLarty
telling the story of Jean leading a song
in 2012, only after he had called his
grandmother in St. Lucia to teach it
to him. As Dr. McLarty sat down, the
middle screen lit up with a video of
that chapel from five years ago. In an
awe-inspiring experience, we joined
Jean in singing. Those who didn’t know
him personally got a glimpse of what
a joy he was; those who did know
him were wonderfully reminded of
his effervescence. It was a beautifully
unifying and comforting moment.
The song Jean led was “Master, the
Tempest is Raging,” and I can’t think
of anything more apt for the occasion.
As we all lifted our voices, the words
of the second verse rang especially true
for many on that particular day.
“Master, with anguish of spirit,
I bow in my grief today.
The depths of my sad heart are
troubled.
Oh, waken and save, I pray!”
We all experience times of anguished
spirits and troubled hearts. It’s not difficult
to see the horror, disappointment and
chaos that comes from a broken world.
How incredible is it, then, that we
have a reason to look past the terror?
Yes, we must sometimes travel through
the tempest; regardless, we endure.
We take a deep breath and allow
God to calm the waters, saying, “Peace,
be still.”
Tuesday ’s chapel ser ved as an
important reminder. We all experience
those dreadful moments of life: grief,
heartbreak, failure, guilt. It’s inevitable.
But through these storms, we have a
centering peace far greater than any
turmoil. Because of these storms, the
day we say “Master, the terror is over,”
will be inconceivably blissful.
EMILY NICKS is the opinions
editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks
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An Ode
to Nancy

The State
of the SA

Kaleb Turner

Hallie Hite
Guest Writer

Editor-in-Chief

Don’t tread
on me, Karen!

Susan No. 3

E

arlier this week, I got a text asking me if
I wanted to get coffee. Typical Harding
move, right? Half of the SA president’s job is
just drinking coffee and chatting, I’m pretty
sure. Oh, and also saying hi to people on the
front lawn. But this text? This wasn’t just for any
coffee date: this was a coffee date with SUSAN.
For those of you who don’t know, as far as
female SA presidents go, I am preceded by two
Susans, and though I’ve never met them, they
are pretty much my default heroines. Susan #1
won because she was the secretary and both the
president and vice-president resigned. Susan
#2, on the other hand, ran unopposed. I was
ecstatic to meet Susan #2.
I prepped and made a mental note of some
questions I might ask. I was nervous — what
if she was cool and composed and I’m just …
myself? I was early and semi-professional and
measured my words carefully. What I soon
realized, however, was that Susan was simply,
really, authentically cool.
We only had coffee for an hour, but we
laughed over all of our shared experiences as
presidents across an 18-year time span. She

W

hen I’m not writing this column at
2 a.m. the morning we go to print,
working on other aspects of the newspaper or
in class, you can find me in one of two places:
the nearest Chick-fil-A (and not a campus
restaurant either, because the experience just
isn’t the same) or Armstrong Hall.
Three and a half years ago when I filled out my
housing application along with my application
for enrollment, I selected Keller Hall as my No.
1 preference. I thought it’d be studious of me
to stay there my freshman year — surely there
wasn’t as much ruckus happening in Keller as
there would be Armstrong.
August 1 rolled around, and I was assigned
Armstrong Hall.
Now, three and a half years later, that’s one of
the few places on campus where you might be
able to find me on a regular basis. After living
there as a resident for one year, I decided to
return for the next three as a resident assistant.
While my duties include things like Yelling
At Freshmen™ and being Chief Toilet Paper
Dispenser at the front desk, I also get the
chance to show prospective students around
the dorm when they visit campus. I’m always
excited to show them one of my favorite spots
on campus, but by now, I pretty much know
what to expect.
“Wow. Interesting,” says helicopter mom.
“Oh my.These hallways look like a hospital,”
says smother.
My response is usually something along the
lines of, “Haha! Well, he’ll learn to call it home.”
But what I’d like to say is, “Look, Karen. I’m
the only one allowed to make fun of my dorm.”
It’s weird — I’ve become ridiculously territorial
of a pile of bricks and the people that reside
within. There’s certainly nothing aesthetically
appealing about the dorm that makes me
defend my turf. And frankly, sometimes the
people inside (you know who you are, first floor
short hall) make me want to leave and never
come back. But you’re certainly not allowed
to make fun of it.
It’s my territory, not yours.
Something similar has happened with my
car, too. She (Bessy) is old — not as old as
Armstrong Hall, but she’s old. A couple days
ago, I was taking a friend for a spin, and he
made fun of my radio system.
Sure the antenna is broken. Sure the disc
changer won’t eject discs anymore, leaving
me with parts one and two of Elton John’s 40
Greatest Hits (which I am not complaining
about, let’s be clear). Sure I had to buy a $12
radio transmitter so I could listen to Spotify from
my phone. Sure she still has a cassette player.
She’s vintage, thank you very much. And
she’s a Toyota — so, take that.
It’s my territory, not yours.
I suppose a similar feeling occurs with
Texans — with their oddly placed sense of
pride in “God’s country.”
But it’s their territory, not mine.
If we look back at the earliest disputes
documented in history, we’ll see that many of
these happened over territory; however, I’m
not sure they’re worried so much with a mom’s
perception of living quarters as they are losing
all they own to an invading army. The right to
property is seen widely as a basic human right,
and I figure following right along their pride.
As civilization has developed, we’ve seen
claims to territory expand to include a person’s
endearment to a fast food chain or a national
sports franchise. The scope of territory has
changed, but the pride attached certainly hasn’t.
So, the next time you get up in arms because
your Philadelphia Eagles lost the biggest
game of the season, I’ll try to be a little more
understanding. After all, it’s your territory,
not mine.
And next time Karen from Atlanta visits
Armstrong Hall, I hope she’ll realize the place
is more than just brick and tile — it’s someone’s
beloved territory.
I wave my yellow flag high in resistance to
you, Karen. Don’t tread on me!
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at kturner3@harding.edu.
Twitter: kalebaturner

told me about getting news out without social
media (imagine the horror), and I told her about
how social clubs have grown massively. It made
me cherish Harding even more to be able to
connect with someone from whom I am so
far removed, but who had known a strikingly
similar school in her day.
I asked Susan which year she had been SA
president and realized that I coincidentally had
a vintage photocopy in my desk from her year.
(Thank you, Dakota, Noah, Kyle, or whoever
did that random act.) It was the schedule for a
“Sadie Hawkins” week, a week that happened
for a long time, in which girls got to ask guys
out to different events. Susan took one of my
pens and signed it — I have a new wall piece
hanging now.
When I walked away from meeting this hero,
my eyes started to water. I realized then that it
mattered so much to me that Susan had been
there. She wasn’t doing anything outlandish or
revolutionary, just as I’m not. Who knows if she
was even the best SA president ever. The point
is just that she was an inspiring, independent,
spunky girl doing her job back in 1990, and now
I’m getting to live in her legacy 28 years later.
If, day to day, you’re out there wondering
what you’re doing or why the mundane even
matters, this is why! There are people out there
who you’ll affect, and you’ll never even know it.
You might be the first of something, or the best
at something, or just someone else’s Susan. Go
out there and be a Susan. Be Present!
HALLIE HITE is a guest writer for The
Bison. She can be contacted at
sa@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

Davis Rowan

Guest Writer

Encouraging
community

Here at Harding, community is something
that is talked about quite often. Whether it
is in chapel or Bible class, it seems we can’t
escape hearing about this one word. While
some might find it annoying or repetitive, I
think it is one of the most important parts of
Christianity, if put into action.

O

ne day last week when I was
wearing one of my favorite ties,
I received quite a shock. It’s a tie that
pictures my cartoon hero Bullwinkle J.
Moose holding the banner of his alma
mater — Wossamotta U. Sadly, more than
one student came up to me and asked who
the moose was. I almost wanted to go to
my office, stick my head in a desk drawer
and bewail the loss of literacy in America.
But then I remembered the words of Yoda:
“Pass on what you have learned.”
So, I’m telling you about Bullwinkle.
Sure, you could look him up on Wikipedia,
but why would you want to do that in
2018 when you could read a newspaper
article instead?
Bullwinkle was the brainchild of
animator Jay Ward, and he first appeared
on TV in 1959. While that’s technically
before my time, through the magic of
reruns I became a fan of the dim-witted
moose, whose faithful sidekick was a plucky
flying squirrel named Rocky. The two of
them lived in Frostbite Falls, Minnesota
and spent their days trying to thwart
Boris and Natasha, a pair of bumbling
Pottsylvanian spies.
The show originally ran for five seasons
and tried to appeal to grown-ups as well
as kids. The writers made references to
literature, pop culture and history —
especially the cold war.
Rocky : “Do you know what an
A-bomb is?”
Bullwinkle: “Yes! A bomb is what some
people call our show.”
Many of those awful puns sailed right
over the heads of the show’s younger viewers.

Many times, we as Christians get into the
habit of sitting and listening to all these Biblical
ideas, but then we never put them into practice.
How pointless! James 2:14-17 says,“What good
is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed
and lacking in daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’
without giving them the things needed for the
body, what good is that? So also faith by itself,
if it does not have works, is dead.”
I want to encourage anyone who reads this
to try and build community here at Harding
by actually doing something. It isn’t very hard
if you don’t overthink it. If you see someone
sitting on a swing alone, go talk to them. (Don’t
worry, this doesn’t count toward the “three
swings and a ring” myth). Get to know their
name and some basic facts about them. If you

The other Rocky
Michael Claxton
Guest Writer

For instance, an entire episode consisted of
one long build-up to a literary punchline.
Bullwinkle discovers a valuable artifact
at the bottom of a lake: it’s a miniature
golden boat, decorated with priceless red
gemstones. After 30 minutes of nonsense,
we learn that the Persian object is the
long-lost “Ruby Yacht of Omar Khayyam.”
You could Google Omar to get in on
the joke, but why would you do that when
you could walk over to the library, go up
to the second floor and hunt for a copy of
the famous poem “The Rubaiyat”? ( Just in
case, the call number is PK6513. A1 1932).
Rocky and Bullwinkle shared their show
with other zany characters who had their
own segments, like Dudley Do-Right,
the upstanding Canadian Mountie who
repeatedly rescues his sweetheart Nell
from the clutches of their nemesis, Snidely
Whiplash. Or there’s Mr. Peabody, a talking
dog whose time machine transports him
to famous moments in history.
I am an unabashed fan of Rocky and
Bullwinkle. While the guys in my high
school were all pining over Debbie Gibson,
I wrote a gushing letter to June Foray, who
voiced Rocky, Natasha and dozens of other
cartoon characters during a seven-decade
career. I still have the signed 8x10 she sent

see someone sitting alone in the caf, go talk
to them. Get to know the people you sit by in
chapel. I ended up talking to my chapel buddy
last year, and a year later I was at her wedding.
It doesn’t take a miracle to make somebody’s
day; sometimes it is just the small act of talking
to them and making them feel significant.
I am not saying you should talk to people
because it is assumed they are lonely and need
a friend, but because it builds community and
friendship in a time when people are away from
home and need community more than ever.
As the school year continues to progress and
schedules get progressively busier, I encourage
you all to give up some time to try and build
community — in whatever way you think is best.
DAVIS ROWAN is a guest writer for
The Bison. He can be contacted at
drowan@harding.edu.

me that says, “Thanks for being a fan.”
Incidentally, June Foray died in 2017 at
age 99, only five years after becoming the
oldest entertainer to win a competitive
Emmy.
While my college friends all had heavy
metal posters in their dorm rooms, I had
a life-size cardboard cutout of Bullwinkle
that dominated our living room. Back in
the ‘90s, when episodes of the old cartoon
were released onto VHS tapes, I managed
to talk a video store owner into letting me
have the giant cardboard display when the
promotion was over.
You could go to Pinterest to see pictures
of video stores, but why would you do
that when you can hop in the car and
drive 152 miles to Movie Town in Fort
Smith, one of the last such businesses
open in Arkansas?
While my colleagues all purchase toys
to entertain their own children, I have five
shelves of vintage Rocky and Bullwinkle
memorabilia to entertain myself, including
puzzles, comic books, board games and
even a ceramic toothbrush holder that I
found on eBay last spring. I also collect
neckties and magic tricks, and the day
that I came across a tie of Bullwinkle
pulling Rocky out of a hat, I nearly passed
straight to glory.
So now you know about Bullwinkle.
And in case you’re wondering where
Rocky earned his degree, you don’t have
to look that up. It was the Cedar Yorpantz
Flying School.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Kaleb Turner, the editor-in-chief, at kturner3@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Delusional
Optimism

Going the distance

Jack Allen

Sports Editor

The Rant

“Pick on me! I’m a man! I’m 40!”
Almost 11 years ago, Oklahoma
State University Head Football Coach
Mike Gundy lashed out against
reporters in a postgame presser. The
phrase was repeated so many times
in the next year that I’m pretty sure
it became the world’s first viral GIF.
Rants and sports go hand-inhand. Whether it is Bobby Knight
throwing chairs across the court or
Allen Iverson “talking about practice,”
coaches and players throughout
history have allowed their emotions
to get the better of them, often to
comedic ends.
However, when they do, often
times they are left unchecked.
When University of Alabama
Head Football Coach Nick Saban
rudely dismissed a reporter following
his team’s week-one win, many in the
media gave Saban a pass, claiming
the reporter asked a stupid question.
SportsCenter anchors have even put
together Top 10 lists highlighting the
greatest sports blow ups in history.
Growing up, I had a best friend
who always got the best of me. He
was probably six feet tall in the fourth
grade, and he always managed to
find a way to beat me in whatever
we played.
I could not shoot over him in
basketball. I could not hit a shot
past him in tennis. I am pretty sure
he would even find a way to beat me
in synchronized swimming if we ever
competed in it.
I learned very quickly that my
play would not be enough to win,
so I decided instead to play the
mental game. I found ways to insult
everything from his sneakers to his
glasses, while he insulted my abilities
by still winning.
I was forced to go with my last resort:
ranting. I committed the rulebook to
memory and pulled it out in every
possible scenario. I would argue my
friend into submission.
Last weekend,Serena Williams lost
in a controversial US Open women’s
singles final to young upstart Naomi
Osaka, but it was her own controversial
rant that has people talking.
Osaka beat Williams in first serve
percentage, with fewer unforced
errors and more aces. Coming into
the end of the second set, Williams
found herself on the ropes.
Tied 4-4, Williams was assessed a
third penalty by chair umpire Carlos
Ramos. Ramos had penalized her
earlier for receiving coaching during
the match and for breaking her racket
in frustration.The third penalty came
after Williams angrily protested
Ramos’s decision, calling him a “thief.”
In her rant, Williams contested
she was only being penalized because
she “is a woman.” If she were a man,
Williams argued, she would not have
been penalized for her harsh speech.
She may have a point.Throughout
history, fans and media personalities
alike have lauded the rants of athletes.
John McEnroe’s reputation is largely
built on his on-court antics. Yet, he
was seldom penalized, certainly never
in a grand slam final.
In this case, however, Williams was
in violation of the code of conduct,
and according to Women’s Tennis
Association rules, she should have
been assessed a penalty. She was being
beat by a player who was competing
better than she was.
These outbursts against officials
model the kind of rants I would make
against my friend in middle school.
While they make good television,
they have no place in real competition.
They are shallow attempts to subvert
a better opponent and should be
removed from the game, both for
men and women.
JACK ALLEN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jallen10@harding.edu.

Searcy, Ark., 72149

Guymon reflects on coaching career
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
For the last 17 years, Harding Track and
Field and Cross-Country Coach Steve
Guymon has spent his time treaching
young Bison athletes about more than
just running. This
year, however, he
will have two fulltime assistants
helping him along
the way.
Guymon grew up in
Memphis, Tennessee. His dad was a
professional baseball player, and in
seventh grade, Guymon said he tried
to follow in his father’s footsteps.
“I went out for baseball and got
cut,” Guymon said. “I went home
and my father said, ‘either you get
a job or you find another sport.’”
So he decided to run track. In
college, he was a runner for Oklahoma
Christian University. Guymon said he
had a decent career but one day decided
he wanted to be on the other side of the
whistle.
“I remember I was out running and
talked to the coach and thought, ‘I might
wanna do this,’” Guymon said.
Guymon began coaching girls’ junior
high basketball in Oklahoma, where he
was responsible for leading a team of 41
girls. He was asked to return to Harding
Academy of Memphis as both a track and
football coach soon after.
His passion for coaching later led him to the
University of Kansas as a graduate assistant.
During his time at Kansas, Guymon said he
wanted to coach the best. In 1992, he got
that chance when mile runner Cathy Palacios
finished the season as an All-American.
“I can remember the day she made it,”
Guymon said. “It didn’t feel the way I thought
it was going to feel. It kind of hit me, and I
felt God telling me, ‘Are you doing this for
me or are you doing this for her?’”
Guymon said his focus shifted at that
moment. Rather than focusing on
championships and All-Americans, he

focused on building relationships with his runners.
“I don’t know everything there is to know,”
Guymon said. “But I think when the runner and
the coach develop that relationship, things happen.”
Guymon spent a few years in Memphis at Cordova
High School before coming to Harding University
in 2002. When he joined the team, it consisted of
only 19 members, but, under Guymon and former
part-time Assistant Track Coach Bryan Phillips,
the program grew.
When Phillips stepped down last year, Harding
made the decision to hire two full-time assistants in
his place, former Harding athletes Josh Syrotchen
and Cathy Ebenja.
“I was shocked and very appreciative,” Guymon
said. “I wasn’t sure how to handle that because I’m
used to doing things pretty much on my own.”
Syrotchen was a star thrower at Harding and is
now in charge of coaching current throwers. Ebenja
coaches the sprinters. Both say they have learned
a lot about coaching from their relationship with
Guymon.
“[Guymon] has a relationship with the athletes,”
Syrotchen said. “Most times when an athlete comes
to the office, he already knows why they’re there,
and that’s because he has that relationship.”
Guymon described those relationships as
opportunities to be a part of his athletes’ stories.
“There [are] so many stories along the way,”
Guymon said. “I can take each person, and there
is something about them, some story about them.”
Guymon added he could not begin to count
the number of runners’ stories he has been able to
be a part of.
“Cathy and Josh are stories in themselves,” Guymon
explained. “They came here for different reasons
and became All-Americans.”
Now, Guymon has the chance to lead the next
group of runners and coaches.
“There are lots of kids and lots of stories,” Guymon
said. “I guess that’s why I keep doing it. You just keep
going one more year because you know something’s
going to happen.”
He said he does not know how much longer he
may coach, but he added that Syrotchen and Ebenja
have provided him with a new challenge.
“I’m going to turn 57 this fall, so they’ve got all
this energy and have kind of revived me,” Guymon
said.
Harding’s next cross-country meet is in Louisville,
Kentucky, on Sept. 29.
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN

NFL unveils updated streaming policies
AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
The NFL is rolling out a new
streaming policy to get more viewers
to watch games on their phones.
For the 2018-19 season, the league
and its broadcast partners, CBS,
Fox, NBC and ESPN, announced
the NFL app will now stream live
games. Fans can download the app
on a mobile device or connected TV
and stream live in-market as well
as primetime games, like Sunday
Night Football and Monday Night
Football, for free.
“I remember as a kid being
upset because we did not have
cable, and it always seemed the
good games were only on ESPN,”
junior Luke Lines. “All you had
to look at was the little box score
on the side of the screen.” “But
now it puts the TV in your pocket
and gives you access to more than
just one game.”
The NFL mobile app previously
allowed Verizon Wireless customers
only to stream live games on their
phones.Verizon paid out $2.25 million
to the NFL for a five-year contract
to stream games on all of their
streaming platforms, including
go90 and Yahoo.
That deal was signed last season
and remains in effect today, except
that the NFL mobile app will
cease to exist. However, games
can be streamed on the Yahoo
Sports app now, which is owned
by Verizon. The NFL intends to

reach at least 400 million mobile
devices with all the new ways to
stream games.
“I think it’s extremely smart,”
junior Makayla Twigg said. “Almost
ever ything is moving over to
phones to be more immediate,
and with how big football is, it
only makes sense.”
NFL viewership has declined over
the past three seasons, according
to The Wall Street Journal. With
more fans being able to stream
games on mobile devices, the
league is hoping to gain a lot of
its viewing audience back.
The NFL’s Chief Business
Officer Brian Rolapp told NBC
News that the main target of the
new streaming strategy is Thursday
Night Football. The television
home for Thursday Night Football
is Fox, who paid $3 billion for the
broadcast rights for five-years.
“I will always tune in to see
who is playing Thursday night …
the teams and the quality of the
game decides whether it’s worth
my time to watch,” Lines said.
These new streaming services
are only good for live, in-market
games, so if your team plays
out-of-market, you will need
NFL Sunday Ticket to watch
every game. Sunday Ticket is a
subscription through DirectTV,
which allows you to watch every
NFL game. There is a student
discount for Sunday Ticket that
reduces the cost from $73.49 to
$24.99 a month for four months.

NFL Streaming

Statistics

NFL’s Goal

400 Million
Mobile devices streaming

Verizon

Paid

$2.25 Mill.

for a Five-Year Contract to Stream Games

Fox (Home of Thursday

Night Football) Paid

$3 Bill.

for a Five-Year Contract to Broadcast Games

$24.99
Each Month w/ Student Discount
NFL Sunday Ticket

Streaming Service Costs
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PLAYERS
ONLY
Preston Paden
Bisons Quarterback

Game one from
inside the pocket

Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN

Bisons offense prepares for kickoff in their home opener against Southern Arkansas University on
Sept. 9 at First Security Stadium. Harding led 14-0 in the first quarter, but lost the game 28-23.

Weather delay delays Bisons offense
Bisons struggle to move the ball in the second half
and end up dropping their 2018-19 home opener
AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
The Bisons played their first home
game of the season Sunday afternoon
against Southern Arkansas University.
The game was scheduled for Saturday
night, but had to be moved to Sunday
afternoon due to lightning.
The game was a tale of two halves.
The first half was all Harding, the team
jumped out to a 14-0 lead in the first
quarter. The second half the Muleriders
put up 21 unanswered points, including a
fumble recovery returned for a touchdown
by senior defensive end DaVondrick Lison
with just under a minute remaining in the
game. Harding would get a quick score
but would fail to recover an onside kick
and end up losing the game.
“It is tough to win a game. There
are a lot of ways to lose a game, and we
figured out a few ways to lose one today.
Tough loss, but we will bounce back,”
Bisons Head Coach Paul Simmons said.
The Bisons defense came out strong,
giving up just three first downs in the
first half. They gave the offense a short
field on their second touchdown drive,
thanks to an interception by senior
defensive back Dra Smith. The defense

also closed the door on a Mulerider drive
that started in Harding territory with
an incredible pick by senior defensive
back Frank Herbert.
“I was basically disguising our
coverage by showing press, and once
the ball was snapped, I bailed into
coverage,” Herbert said. “The ball went
up, and I flocked right to it.”
It is tough to win a game.
There are a lot of ways to
lose a game, and we figured
out a few ways to lose one
today.
– Paul Simmons,
Bisons head coach

The only Southern Arkansas points
in the first half came of a 21-yard scoop
and score by freshman defensive back
Brock Floyd. By all accounts Harding
looked to be in complete control of the
game at intermission.
“I felt like there were chances in the
second half to put them away, but we
did not do it,” Simmons said.
In the second half, Southern Arkansas

LIGHTNING
ROUND WITH
HARDING
ATHLETES

took a while to get going but would
score their first offensive touchdown
on a long 15 play, 89-yard drive that
made it 17-14. After a Harding punt,
the Muleriders would capitalize on
their next possession, taking it to the
end zone again to give them their first
lead of the ballgame, 21-17, with just
under 8 minutes left on the clock.
The Bisons had two drives to try and
regain the lead, but they were both cut
short by mishaps. The first ended with
a dropped pass by sophomore running
back Romar Reades, the other was the
scoop and score with under a minute
remaining in the game. The air attack
did look good, sophomore quarterback
Preston Paden connected with senior
wide receiver Kohl Blickenstaff for a
35-yard touchdown to cap off a 16
second drive. The Bisons would fail
to convert a two-point conversion,
which made the score and the game
end 28-23.
“There will be a day when the defense
does not play well and the offense
has to carry us,” Simmons said. “The
bottom line is this: If you are going
to be a championship level team, you
have got to have some games that you
win where you do not play very well.”

“Players Only” is a special column, written by Harding athletes.
In this week’s column: Sophomore Bisons quarterback Preston
Paden reflects on his week-one start on the road.
Coming into the first game, we knew Henderson State
University was not going to lay down and was going to bring
all they had against us, which is what we would want from
any team. The team and I love competition, so we want every
game to be as competitive as possible.
The offense started very slow, which can happen sometimes
when we do not get a good read on the defense. Our defense
does not start games, which is a huge advantage for us.
This game, they constantly gave us great field position and
turnovers, leading to some scores for us.
After the first quarter, our offense started getting into
a good groove and popped off some big plays from our
explosive backfield: our sophomore running backs Tristan
Tucker, Taylor Bissell, Cole Chancey and Romar Reades all
do a great job. Handing the ball off to these guys is a great
part of our offense, but the best part, without a doubt, is our
offensive line. Those guys lay their body on the line every
play to protect the backs, and they do a fantastic job. Every
play, they blow people off the line and create space for our
backs to burst through.
The high of the game was being able to complete my
first college touchdown to my roommate, redshirt freshman
wide receiver, Taylor Thompson, that being his first career
touchdown as well. It was extra special for him since he had
to sit out last year with a knee injury in week three.
It felt like a sigh of relief after winning the first game of
the year because it is always good to start out 1-0. Now we
need to take every game one week at a time and give our
best effort throughout the season. We know if we do that,
the scoreboard will be in our favor.
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Bisons quarterback Preston Paden receives the
play call from the Harding sideline at First Security
Stadium on Sept. 9. Paden had 99-yards passing
and 8-yards rushing in Harding’s first home game.

Gregor Macintosh

Emily Clayton

Ryan Camras

Hadley McDaniel

Brandon Brice

What is your favorite
part of fall?

being able to
wear jumpers
(sweater)

football,
volleyball and
the weather

golf season

football season
and the weather

when the leaves
hit the ground

Pumpkin Spice Lattes or
Apple Cider?

apple cider

apple cider

pumpkin
spice lattes

apple cider

pumpkin
spice lattes

What is your favorite
fall sport?

college football

football

golf

football

baseball
(World Series)

What is your favorite
tailgate food?

BBQ pork
sandwhich

chips and queso

ribs

nachos

fried fish

golf

volleyball

golf

cheerleading

football
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FAITHS
Struggles of the

Exploring the diverse beliefs represented
in the Harding community
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Senior finance major Pengliang Liao often faces challenges balancing his atheistic beliefs with a decisively Christian community. Liao transferred to
Harding through the “2+2” program and has spent the last few semesters learning to understand and to be understood by his Christian peers.
NORA JOHNSON
features editor
When Pengliang Liao decided to transfer to Harding in
2016, he knew it was a Christian school. Though he was an
atheist, the opportunity to study in the United States was
too exciting to pass up. Liao enrolled in the “2+2” program,
an exchange program for students enrolled in Chinese
universities, and made the move from Guangzhou, China
to Searcy. Upon his arrival, Liao realized he had no idea
exactly how “Christian” his surroundings would be.
“You’re an atheist, you’re sitting in the (Benson) Auditorium
singing songs that you don’t know,” Liao said. “I remember
the first time I came I had no idea what was going on. I was
like, ‘Wow, why is everybody standing?’”
Liao began identifying as an atheist in high school after
studying Western civilizations and world religions. His
family visited Buddhist temples occasionally but had never
been especially religious.
“I just found that it logically makes sense to choose to
be an atheist instead of choosing to be a Christian or any
of the other religions,” Liao said.
During his first year at Harding, Liao not only had to adapt
to Western culture, but also to living in a distinctly Christian
environment. Throughout his primary education in China,
Liao said there was a consistent focus on atheistic values,

like belief in materialism. Transitioning to an environment
with persistent evangelism presented challenges he did not
expect to face in the U.S.
“There was some homework for extra credit once where you
had to go to a home Bible study … it was really frustrating
and out of my comfort zone,” Liao said.
Today, two semesters away from graduating, Liao said he
has a better understanding of why his peers deeply value the
environment at Harding. Just as many of them are convicted
to pursue Harding’s ideal of a “community of mission,” he
too is passionate about standing-up for his beliefs. Regularly,
Liao is invited to attend church with a friend or classmate but
works to remain a stronghold for the other students in the
“2+2” program that come from atheistic backgrounds as well.
“You’re an atheist, you’re sitting in the
(Benson) Auditorium singing songs that you
don’t know.”
– Senior Pengliang Liao
“A lot of my Chinese friends are just trying to be nice and
they don’t want to refuse people, but I really feel like I have
to stand up,” Liao said. “I’m really good at refusing people.”
Despite the sometimes overwhelming presence of
Christianity, Liao said he does not regret coming to Harding.

One of the most valuable aspects of attending a Christian
school, he said, has been the wealth of opportunities to
improve his English.
“A lot of my Chinese friends are just trying
to be nice and don’t want to refuse people,
but I really feel like I have to stand up.”
– Senior Pengliang Liao
“It’s just hard when you’re trying to speak a second
language. You need a lot of practice if you’re trying to speak
like a natural speaker,” Liao said. “Professors and friends,
students here, gave me the best environment to practice
and improve my English. I would say if I were studying
at a public school or somewhere else, … it would be much
rougher to improve my English.”
Many of the conversations Liao has had during his time
at Harding have led to meaningful relationships with his
Christian peers. Despite differences in faiths, Liao attributes
the willingness of the people around him to invest in their
relationships with him to their Christian values.
“People are really nice here, or at least they are trying to
be nice, and that’s pretty cool. It makes life much easier,”
Liao said. “Some of them really want to know more about
me, which makes me want to know more about them too.”

Student Association welcomes new representatives
EMILY NICKS
opinions editor
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Abby Maguffee

Freshman Representative

Jacob Rhymes

Freshman Representative

Kanembe Shanachilubwa

International Representative

The student body elected two freshmen representatives and
an international representative for the Student Association
(SA) last week.
Freshmen Jacob Rhymes and Abby Maguffee were elected
to the freshmen positions, and senior Kanembe Shanachilubwa
was elected as the new international representative.
Both Rhymes and Maguffee were involved in high school
student government. Rhymes said the college election process
was a challenging, but rewarding, experience.
“It was a bit overwhelming,” Rhymes said. “I just put a lot
of work into it and made it a point to meet as many people
as I could and try to establish friendships. … This election
is a lot different than those in high school, just because
nobody knows anyone.”
Maguffee said she ran for the position in order to connect
with the Harding community.
“I thought it would be a really fun and interesting way
to get involved,” Maguffee said. “I wanted to connect with
my class and just the whole student body and be part of
improvements to Harding.”
Shanachilubwa is a mechanical engineering major
originally from Zambia and was a student member of the
SA academic affairs committee last year. He said he wanted
to continue working with the SA in some capacity this
year and the international representative position seemed
like a good fit. It is his goal as international representative
to do just as the title suggests: represent the international
community at Harding.
“It’s good to have someone on the SA who is connected
with a certain division of campus,” Shanachilubwa said. “I
don’t know exactly the composition of the SA this year, but
I feel like I can be an outlet [for students] who may not feel
directly connected with the SA as it is.”
Senior SA President Hallie Hite said she is excited for
work to continue now that all positions on the SA are filled.
“We want people who are willing to work just as hard
as everyone else and be a contributing factor,” Hite said. “I
feel like it’s definitely a sense of completion.”
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THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE
T

aking a nod from Vogue,
the fashion industry
and fashion-forward
students around
campus, The Bison
is issuing our own
September Issue,
joining the ranks
of publications this
month highlighting
the newest trends
and stories behind the
trendsetters. In our
additional four pages,
read how four Harding
students have made
fashion part of their
personal stories.

Inside the
Special Edition:
The Future is French, 1C
The Thrill of the Thrift, 2C
Capturing the Perfect Style, 3C
Another Day, Another Deal, 4C
Photos by EMILY GRIFFIN

Senior Colton Jenkins, sophomore Sally Roach, sophomore Roosevelt Presley and senior Dannis Tidwell showcase their personal for The September
Issue of The Bison. They were chosen to represent Harding’s unique and diverse fashion styles.

Freshman
fashion
entrepreneur
Brandon Herridge looks to Harding to grow self-started apparel brand Remora

KENDALL CARWILE
lifestyle editor
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Freshman Brandon Herridge wears one of his Remora apperal products.
Herridge said he loves the creative aspect of owning his own clothing brand.

Freshman Brandon Herridge is the creator
of Remora, a clothing brand he started about a
year ago when he was inspired by other skater
brands and wanted to create his own line.
“I love certain brands like Volcom, Huff
and other skateboard brands. I just really
like that vibe. I thought it would be cool if
I did that,” Herridge said.
Herridge is majoring in business management,
something he has shown interest in from a
young age.
“I remember doing lemonade stands
when I was little, and I think another big
influence is from my dad — he does Burger
King franchises and real estate … and I
always looked up to him and thought that
was cool,” Herridge said.
When Herridge started Remora his senior
year of high school, he found it was easier to
start in small town West Virginia.
“When I was at my little private high
school, it was really easy to start trends,”
Herridge said. “That is what I kind of did
to kick it off, because I would wear it, and
then other people would start to wear it.”
While Herridge started Remora in high
school, he is very excited about the future of
his brand, especially on Harding’s campus.
“There are so many more people here, and
there is definitely more of my target audience
represented here at Harding,” Herridge said.
One of Herridge’s favorite parts about
starting a clothing brand is the creative freedom
behind each design. He said he enjoys being

able to create whatever he wants, whether it
be something he thinks looks cool or a joke
between him and his friends.
Freshman Travis Turley, Herridge’s
roommate, supports his friend by proudly
wearing his Remora clothing.
“He just loves designing shirts,” Turley
said. “ There are stories behind a lot of them,
but also a lot of them are just for fun.”
Throughout the process of creating this
clothing brand, Herridge has learned a lot
about how to run a business, including some
things that would be hard to learn in the
classroom.
“I made this one shirt, and it had a picture
from the movie ‘Troy’ with Brad Pitt on it. This
is when I learned about copyright because I
got an email and then took it down quickly,”
Herridge said.
According to Herridge, there have been
a lot of ups and downs and a lot of trial and
error, but just sticking with it has proven to
have a great reward. Soon, Remora clothing
will be available in a boutique shop in
Encinitas,California.
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THE FUTURE

IS FRENCH

COLTON
FRENCH
Senior
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AVA GALYEAN
student writer
Colton French is a senior fashion
merchandising major from Paragould,
Arkansas. Around campus French can be
identified by his unique style, mismatching
patterns and his bleach-blonde hair.
French is foray into fashion began at
9 years old while looking through some
editorial fashion magazines his mom was
throwing out. “One man’s trash is another
man’s treasure” became the embodiment of
his story. Those magazines are what jumpstarted his love for fashion and his passion
for his future career.
“If I could be an editor-in-chief of a
magazine that published slightly controversial
topics, photoshoots, and kind of dove into the
more intellectual side of fashion and made it
interesting for the mainstream market, that
would be my ideal job,” French said.
While that would be his “dream job,” French
said his primary goal is
to work for a magazine.
Whether for writing or
styling photoshoots,
he loves the concept
of expressing an idea
through fashion. From
his studies, French said
he has learned how to
connect artistically with
a business mindset.
French confessed
that he is not loyal to
one brand like many
people are. He enjoys
finding his unique items
all over the world, from

all different locations such as Los Angeles
and Israel.
“I love things from thrift stores. I love
things that are high end. I mix anything that
I want to create,” French said.
French will sometimes even “DIY ” a
clothing item to give it more pizazz. He
once found a suit jacket for $3 at Goodwill
and decided to make it more unique. With
the help of Duct tape and 89-cent white
paint, he created a design on the waist in a
study room in his dorm.
French said he really admires Audrey
Hepburn for how she ignored traditional
stereotypes of the 1950s.
“In terms of the originality of how
she dressed — although she didn’t really
care about fashion to begin with — she
made this impression on the new sense
of self and activating her weaknesses
and highlighting them,” French said.
French also finds inspiration in Diana,
Princess of Wales. He said that her time
in the spotlight and her journey to find
strength after her divorce resonates with
him extremely well.
French once wrote an article that was
published by SHE USA titled “Don’t be a
Gucci Brat.” He wrote his article to make a
point about people wearing designer brands
just to wear designer brands, when that is not
what fashion is about to French. According
to French, fashion is so much more than
just being able to say you own a certain
designer brand.
“... even using Gucci as a slang term, and
just trying to throw it in other people’s faces
as being like ‘I know style’ when really its
cultivated within yourself and finding that,”
French said.

TREND:
Bold print

mixing
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ANOTHER DAY,
ANOTHER DEAL

DANNIS TIDWELL Senior
EMMY BURTON
student writer

Senior Dannis Tidwell has mastered the art of
finding deals. If you follow her on Instagram or
are familiar with her style, you may never guess
it, but much of her wardrobe comes from local
thrift shops such as Goodwill and Dirt Cheap.
Her style is made up of different pieces she has
collected over the years from various “deals” she’s
been lucky enough to find.
Thrift shopping is one of her favorite past
times, and for anyone interested in trying it out,
Tidwell offers a few tips:
“Be picky. I used to … go to Dirt Cheap and
be like ‘Oh my gosh, this shirt is slightly decent
and it’s a dollar and I should buy it,’” Tidwell
said. “It took me a long time to learn that just
because it’s cheap and you might wear it to sleep
in doesn’t mean you need to buy every single
thing that’s cheap.”
One tip that took her longer to learn is
patience.
“You can’t be impatient if you want to find
deals,” Tidwell said. “You also can’t have an end
goal. You can say you want to go in and get a
couple new shirts and that’s fine, but never …
walk into Goodwill and say you want a blue
collared button up with embroidery on it. …
You have to wait for it to come to you.”
Dannis’ best style tip is unexpected.
“I never leave the house without lipstick. It
can take your outfit of joggers and a sweatshirt
from being slouchy to chic. … It makes you
look all sprues up and ready for the evening.”
As far as accessories go, Tidwell said she loves
anything that is simple and adaptable.

“Neck scarfs are so cute — I have one on
my purse because I feel like it just kind of adds
something to a bag or a backpack as a cute
detail, and then you can take it off and use it in
your hair,” Tidwell said. “I just think versatile
aspects are really fun. … I am also really into
the French tuck or the side tuck on button ups
and bandanas.”
Tidwell said much of her style is inspired by
various fashion bloggers she follows, but that
she also enjoys creating outfits of her own and
sharing them on social media. In the future,
Tidwell said she would love to channel her
love of style into her own clothing boutique —
starting out as an online business, later moving
into her very own store.
Her style aside, it is clear that Dannis Tidwell
knows how to make “cheap” look like a million
bucks. Being a put together thrifter has never
looked so good.

TREND:
Scarf accessories
Photos by EMILY GRIFFIN
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ROOSEVELT
PRESLEY
Sophomore

TIFFANY METTS
student writer
Loving fashion and knowing how to
style an outfit is something sophomore
Roosevelt Presley knows a thing or two
about. Presley is best known on campus
as someone who has great style.
Presley grew up in California and then
moved to Dallas. Both are big fashion
hubs that he said ultimately helped him
shape and define his keen eye for style.
An eye for fashion is something that
first started with Presley’s family.
“My dad has a great sense of style.
He is a very classic man who has an oldschool style,” Presley said. “I learned how
to dress and appreciate style from him,
even though we dress differently. My
mom is very neat and orderly, which is
something you can see in the way I dress.”
Presley said he would love to make a
living in the fashion industry. He has a
passion for photography, which started
in college, and he has dreams to become
a fashion photographer one day.
“ I love being able to see fashion
through photography,” Presley said. “It’s
cool to see all the different styles–how
I, as someone who takes the photos, can
capture that.”
Finding a nice classic item such as a
button-down shirt and pairing it with
something that pops, like black shiny
Chelsea boots, is a style trick that Presley
often puts into his look.

“I would
describe
my style
as a ver y
urban, puttogether
look,”
Presley said. “It ’s
classic, but I will
a l s o m i x i t u p by
having ripped jeans or
something that pops. I
find most of my items,
whether classic or not,
from ASOS, H&M or
thrifting.”
According to
sophomore Isaac
Davis, a longtime best
friend of Presley’s,
Presley is recognized
on campus by his style
and the way he carries
himself. The people closest to him even
say he is one of the most fashion-forward
people they know.
“He (Presley) says very little but he
can speak through his outfits,” Davis said.
“And what he says is that he is smooth.
He is always put together and looks like
he is from GQ.”
Having a well-defined, classic style is
important to Presley.
“Being well dressed to me is more than just

what I am wearing,”
Presley said. “I think
first impressions are
very important, and
I want to show that
I think that with
how I dress.”
Presley is
known to others
as someone who
has great style and is a great
influence.

CAPTURING THE
PERFECT STYLE
TREND:

Faux fur
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THE THRILL OF

THE THRIFT

SALLY ROACH Sophomore
DANIELLE TURNER
student writer

Most people would consider shopping at
thrift stores a cost-efficient way to dress when
you are low on cash or in need of a quick
costume to wear to a mixer. For sophomore
communications studies major Sally Roach,
however, thrift shopping is a way of life.
“I shop second-hand, and I think that’s
important because it will usually give back
to your immediate community, which I
am a big believer in,” Roach said.
Roach shops almost exclusively at

TREND:

Hippie
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second-hand stores or those that are fairtrade certified. You will almost never find
her wearing something that someone else
has on.
Last year, Roach watched a documentary
on the working conditions of garment
workers in other countries and decided to
limit her shopping to ethical and sustainable
fashion.
“Things aren’t made to last anymore,”
Roach said. “We are constantly needing
more looks to try to keep pace.”
The Huffington Post said that fashion
used to change twice a year, once in the
fall and again in the spring. Now, in the
era of “fast-fashion,” the fashion industry
has 52 “micro-seasons” per year. This
creates new trends every week, pressuring
consumers to buy more pieces to keep up
with new looks.
“Avoiding fast fashion is so hard, because
what if I can’t find jeans that fit me at a thrift
store,” Roach said. “There aren’t a lot of stores
that sell fair-trade clothes that are affordable
for a college student so it’s really hard.”
Roach describes her personal style
as “boho-hiker-grandma-chic.” Instead
of looking to follow trends or style icons,
Roach just wears what she likes and tries
to piece unique items together.
Roach’s favorite Searcy shopping spots
are Goodwill, The Sharing Shoppe and
Hope Restored Thrift Store. She said she
loves that the money is going back into
the community and into some nonprofits
as well.
“I’m really into the slow fashion movement,
so for a while, I really thought I was just
going to make my own clothes,” Roach said.
“That is very hard.”
Although making her own clothes might
not be in her future, Roach looked in her past
to find where her passion for unique fashion
began to develop.
“As a kid, my parents let me pick out my
clothes so I’m sure that had a huge part in
it,” Roach said. “We would go thrifting, so
all of my clothes would be from thrift stores.
I really started to develop a unique style at
that age.”
Roach’s style is whatever she wants it to
be, and whatever she can find.
“The thrill of the thrift is in the hunt,”
Roach said.

